
COM 308 News writing for Mass Media 1
Fall Semester 2015

Tuesday and Thursday, 4 p.m.
Instructor: Stephanie Hanlon-Nugent  
Email: stephanie.hanlonnugent@live.uvi.edu
Phone: 332-0497

Office hours: Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Course description 
An introduction to writing for print and web-based news media. This course covers the 

basic types of news stories. Introduction to Associated Press style. Introduction to ethical 
standards in the profession. Course culminates in a project where students develop critical skills 
evaluating comparative coverage of a news topic across media. (Also listed as ENG 308).

Course objectives 

• Gain a basic understanding media literacy, fundamentals of journalism 
• Learn news writing, basic structure of crime, government and event news articles, and feature, 

editorial and blog writing
• Learn fundamentals of news reporting, conducting interviews and research
• Introduction to AP Style of writing, editing using AP Stylebook
• Explore the ethical and legal challenges of journalism

Prerequisites 
Grade “C” or better in COM 110.

Required texts: 
• The Element of Newswriting (2nd edition) by James W. Kershner

• The Associated Press Stylebook and Briefing on Media Law, latest edition        

mailto:stephanie.hanlonnugent@live.uvi.edu


Student responsibilities: 

• Regular, PUNCTUAL attendance at all classes. Unexcused absences or lateness will affect 
your grade.

• Full participation in classroom discussions both online and in the classroom, and willingness 
to submit assignments.

• Completion of assignments and the meeting of deadlines.

• Completion of all assignments and editing corrections in a professional manner and 
appearance.

• Submission of articles to the UVI Voice or other news media for publication, and report back 
when they are accepted and printed/ aired.

• Compliance with the university’s academic integrity policy.  (Check UVI catalog for the precise 
explanation of plagiarism and other academic infractions.)  PLAGIARISM IS NEVER 
TOLERATED.  IT WILL RESULT IN AN F IN YOUR ASSIGNMENT.  THE SECOND 
INFRACTION WILL RESULT IN AN F IN THE COURSE.

• Students with disabilities — hearing, mobile, speech or visual impairments; chronic illness, 
seizure disorders, psychological disabilities or learning disabilities — should contact Student 
with Disability Services on St. Thomas or the Learning Assistance Program on St. Croix to 
receive an accommodation letter. 

Assignments: (See rubrics) 

• Assignments are due at 10 p.m. on the Sunday of each module. Late assignments will not be 
accepted unless prior approval was given.

• You will get one opportunity to revise an article. It must be revised within two days of receiving 
feedback from me, otherwise it will be graded based on the original submission.

• You will consult with Blackboard for more details on each assignment. You will consult the 
rubric for each assignment to see how they will be graded.

Readings: 

• Readings for each module must be done before the start of the module. You will need to be 
familiar with the content of the assignment readings in order to participate in class.

• The midterm and final examinations will be based upon the assigned readings and 
corresponding lectures in class.

http://uvi.edu/student-life/student-affairs/counseling-career-svc/counseling/counseling_services-student_disability_services.aspx


Lectures: 

• Lectures will be held during Tuesday’s class. This is where we will review the readings and 
engage in exercises to reinforce the lessons. Attendance to lectures will ensure you are 
familiar with the content on the midterm and final examinations.

Workshops: 

• Workshops will be held during Thursday’s class. This is where we will conduct research, hold 
interviews, prepare and edit our articles. Attendance is critical in order to craft your articles 
correctly.

            

Grading summary 
• Attendance and participation —20 percent

• Articles (5) — 60 percent 

• Midterm — 10 percent

• Final exam — 10 percent

• Total — 100 percent

Grading Scale: 

A+ 98-100%
A 95-97%
A- 90-94%
B+ 87-89%
B 83-86%
B- 80-82%
C+ 77-79%
C 73-76%
C- 70-72%
D+ 67-69%
D 63-66%
D- 60-62%
F 0-59%



           
Module Coursework and assignments

1
Aug. 25-30

Reading: Local newspaper
Reading the news 

1-1 Lecture: Course objectives and goals
1-2 Workshop: Reading news (Bring local 

newspaper to Thursday class)

2
Aug. 31-Sept. 6

Reading: Chapters 1, 4, 5
Identifying news

2-1 Lecture: What is news?
2-2 Workshop: Reading news (Bring local 

newspaper to Thursday class)

3
Sept. 7-13

Reading: Chapters 13-15, 18
Basics of news writing

3-1 Lecture: News writing basics 
3-2 Exercise: Writing leads

3-3 Workshop: Crime article — writing/ editing
3-4 Assignment: Crime article due 

Sept. 13*

4
Sept. 14-20

Reading: Chapters 8-12
Stylebook primer

4-1 Lecture: Common mistakes
4-2 Exercise: AP Stylebook

4-3 Exercise: Researching legislation 
4-4 Workshop: Senate stories brainstorming/ 

researching

5
Sept. 21-27

Reading: Chapter 17
Reading: AP Stylebook News Values

Covering hearings
5-1 Lecture: How to cover meetings and 

hearings
5-2 Exercise: Comments become news
5-3 Exercise: Local Senate coverage

5-4 Workshop: Senate article writing/ editing
5-5 Assignment: Senate articles due 

Sept. 27*

6
Sept. 28-Oct. 4

Reading: Chapter 16
The Interview

6-1 Lecture: Good interviewing skills
6-2 Exercise: Videos

6-3 Midterm, modules 1-6

Module



7
Oct. 5-11

Reading: Chapters 29-31
Headlines, cutlines and graphics

7-1 Lecture: Making your news package 
complete

7-2 Exercise: News package
7-3 Workshop: Spot news article — 

brainstorming/ researching

8
Oct. 12-18

Reading: Chapter 32
Reading: AP Stylebook Grammar Guide

Stylebook primer
8-1 Lecture: Effective editing techniques 

8-2 Exercise: AP Stylebook 
8-3 Workshop: Spot news article writing

8-4 Assignment: Spot news article due 
Oct. 18*

9
Oct. 19-25

Reading: Chapters 23-25
Feature writing

9-1 Lecture: Narrative, profiles and creative 
non-fiction

9-2 Exercise: Creative nonfiction 
9-3 Workshop: Feature articles — 

brainstorming/ researching

10
Oct. 26-Nov. 1

Reading: Chapters 33-34
Reading: AP Media Law Guide

Media law and ethics
10-1 Lecture: Media law and ethics

10-2 Exercise: Local laws
10-3 Workshop: Feature articles writing/ 

editing
10-4 Assignment: Feature articles due 

Nov. 1*

11
Nov. 2-8

Reading: Web resources
Writing for the web

11-1 Lecture: How to write for the web
11-2 Exercise: Exploring the blogosphere 

11-3 Workshop: Blog —brainstorming/ 
research

Coursework and assignmentsModule



GUIDELINES FOR THIS CLASS 

• CONDUCT — Be professional, don’t let interviews become inappropriate and jeopardize the 
integrity of your work. Never except money or gifts from someone to write something or 
interview them. Be prepared, critical and confident. Ask follow up questions. Don’t let others try 
to influence your story, stay objective and focused on reporting the truth fairly. Everything you 
report on should be true according to your observations or sources that you attribute. Every 
person and source should be real and identified properly. Plagiarized or falsified information is 
unacceptable and will result in a zero for that assignment, and possible failure in the class.

• DEADLINES — There are no exceptions to missed deadlines. All journalists, professional and 
student, must submit their stories on deadline. Our deadline is Tuesday before 
midnight. Assignments that miss deadline get a zero.

• SOURCES — Introduce yourself as a student reporter, photographer or journalist when 
conducting interviews and make sure sources understand whether you are speaking on the 
record, off the record or on background. Be respectful and professional with all sources, being 
firm in your rights as a journalist but considerate of their circumstances. Always get a telephone 

12
Nov. 9-15

Reading: Chapters 21-22
Opinion writing

12-1 Lecture: When your opinion matters
12-2 Exercise: Opinions in news

12-3 Workshop: Storify 

13
Nov. 16-22

Reading: Chapters 35-36
State of journalism

13-1 Lecture: Future of journalism
13-2 Exercise: Technology’s impact on 

journalism
13-3 Workshop: Blog — writing/ editing
13-4 Assignment: Blog due Nov. 22*

14
Nov. 23-29

Thur. Nov. 27 No 
class

Wrap up
14-1 Lecture: Recap

14-2 Workshop: Study session

15
Nov. 30-Dec. 6

Final exam Tuesday, Dec. 1

Coursework and assignmentsModule



number from your sources so you can call them if you missed asking a question or are confused 
by your notes. 

• FACTS — Be sure to get your facts right, make sure you have the correct name spellings and 
titles, get your quotes right, use attribution (cite your sources), and research and quote or 
reference all aspects of the issue. 

• LIBEL — Making someone appear in a bad light through a publication is a criminal offense 
under certain circumstances in the Virgin Islands, punishable by up to a year in prison. That 
doesn’t mean your articles can’t be critical of public figures or people in authority, it just means 
you have to follow the guidelines in the AP Stylebook and as written in the VI Code.

• FREEDOM OF THE PRESS — As journalists you are protected under the U.S. Constitution 
and the Freedom of Information Act. Most information is public and therefore you have a right 
to request documents and information.

• PLAGIARISM — Plagiarism is never allowed in journalism or in any form of publishing. Be 
sure to never present someone else’s words or ideas as your own. When you want to cite 
another source, attribute it properly by writing according to.

University resources: 

Student Code of Conduct

Student Handbook

Counseling and Career Services

UVI Digital Library and Database

Database Summaries 

Writing Centers and Tutoring

IT Help Desk

Disability Services

http://www.apstylebook.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_the_press
http://uvi.edu/student-life/student-affairs/code-of-conduct.aspx
http://uvi.edu/files/documents/Student_Affairs/UVI_Student_Handbook.pdf
http://uvi.edu/student-life/student-affairs/counseling-career-svc/default.aspx
http://uvi.ent.sirsi.net/client/default
http://uvi.edu/academics/libraries/Library-Databases.aspx
http://uvi.edu/academics/ctr-student-success/tutoring/css-writing-center.aspx
http://uvi.edu/administration/its/its-help_desk.aspx
http://uvi.edu/student-life/student-affairs/counseling-career-svc/counseling/counseling_services-student_disability_services.aspx

