
News article rubric 

• Description — News is something current, time-sensitive or breaking. It can be 
crime, an accident, a promotion, a demonstration, a construction project or anything 
else current and relevant. 


• Formatting guidelines — AP writing style, 12-point Times New Roman font, one-
inch margins, 300 to 800 words long.


Elements Lacking Emerging Proficient Excellent Value

Requirements Many 
requirements 
were not met. 
(0-6)

Most (about 
75%) of the 
written 
requirements 
were met, but 
several were 
not. (7)

Almost all 
(about 90%) 
the written 
requirements 
were met. (8)

All of the 
written 
requirements 
(# of pages, # 
of photos, 
news format, 
etc.) were met. 
(9-10)

10

Writing 
process

Student 
devotes little 
time and effort 
to the writing 
process. 
Doesn't seem 
to care. (0-6)

Student 
devotes some 
time and effort 
to the writing 
process but 
was not very 
thorough.  
Does enough 
to get by. (7)

Student 
devotes 
sufficient time 
and effort to 
the writing 
process 
(prewriting, 
drafting, 
reviewing, and 
editing). Works 
and gets the 
job done. (8)

Student 
devotes a lot of 
time and effort 
to the writing 
process 
(prewriting, 
drafting, 
reviewing, and 
editing). Works 
hard to make 
the story 
wonderful. 
(9-10)

10

Spelling and 
punctuation

The final draft 
has more than 
3 spelling and 
punctuation 
errors. (0-9)

There are 2-3 
spelling and 
punctuation 
errors in the 
final draft. 
(10-11)

There is one 
spelling or 
punctuation 
error in the final 
draft. (12-13)

There are no 
spelling or 
punctuation 
errors in the 
final draft.
(14-15)

15

Accuracy of 
facts

There are 
several factual 
errors in the 
story. (0-9)

Most facts 
presented in 
the story are 
accurate (at 
least 70%). 
(10-11)

Almost all facts 
presented in 
the story are 
accurate. 
(12-13)

All facts 
presented in 
the story are 
accurate. 
(14-15)

15

Elements



Focus on 
assigned 
topic

No attempt has 
been made to 
relate the story 
to the assigned 
topic. (0-9)

Some of  the 
story is related 
to the assigned 
topic, but a 
reader does 
not learn much 
about the topic. 
(10-11)

Most of the 
story is related 
to the assigned 
topic. The story 
wanders off at 
one point, but 
the reader can 
still learn 
something 
about the topic. 
(12-13)

The entire story  
is related to the 
assigned topic 
and allows the 
reader to 
understand 
much more 
about the topic. 
(14-15)

15

Organization Ideas and 
scenes seem 
to be randomly 
arranged. (0-9)

The story is a 
little hard to 
follow. The 
transitions are 
sometimes not 
clear. (10-11)

The story is 
pretty well 
organized. One 
idea or scene 
may seem out 
of place. Clear 
transitions are 
used. (12-13)

The story is 
very well 
organized. One 
idea or scene 
follows another 
in a logical 
sequence with 
clear 
transitions. 
(14-15)

15

Lead No attempt was 
made to catch 
the reader's 
attention in the 
first paragraph. 
(0-6)

A catchy 
beginning was 
attempted but 
was confusing 
rather than 
catchy. (7)

First paragraph 
has a weak 
lead. (8)

First paragraph 
has a good 
lead or catchy 
beginning. 
(9-10)

10

Sources No official 
sources used 
or incorrect 
attribution of 
sources. (0-6)

Missing critical 
sources. (7)

A few sources 
used. (8)

Several 
sources 
representing all 
sides are used. 
(9-10)

10

Comments Grade:

Lacking Emerging Proficient Excellent ValueElements


